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STALLARD AND BUCKLEY FAMILIES, NANNUP 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR A.J. DEAN (Bunbury) [12.52 pm]:  I bring to the notice of the House a tragedy that has befallen the town 
of Nannup, and, more importantly, the extended families of Stallard and Buckley.  On 19 April Debbie Stallard 
and two of her sons were swept to their deaths from the rocks of Black Point, a coastline Debbie and her family 
had fished for generations. 

I first met Deb when she transferred from St Joseph’s Primary School to Nannup Primary School in 1963.  Deb 
and I did all our schooling together and later we moved onto different careers.  We renewed our friendship when 
Deb came back to Nannup to marry Ron Stallard.  I have the highest regard for Ron as a man, husband and 
parent.  This tragedy touched almost everyone in Nannup in that they were three well-known and loved people.  
It has touched people because they were doing what a large proportion of people in Nannup do - fishing as a 
hobby.  It shocked people to think that three valuable lives could be lost in such a benign activity.  Deb and her 
sons will not be forgotten by the people of Nannup.  Deb’s work, particularly her volunteer service with the 
Nannup Historical Society, will remain with the people of Nannup for years to come. 

This tragedy might have been prevented.  This story might have had a different ending if rescue facilities had 
been available on the coast.  Rescue facilities can be as simple as a lifebelt and reels of ropes to help retrieve 
swimmers.  These are low-cost devices, which could be placed at strategic positions at favourite but dangerous 
fishing spots along the south coast.  The cost of providing all weather rescue points would be minimal when 
compared to the loss suffered by the Stallard family and the people of Nannup.  Money could be allocated for 
this cause from our old-growth forest policy package. 

I seek leave to table for the remainder of this day’s sitting a copy of the celebration of thanksgiving for the lives 
of Deb, Andrew and Paul Stallard. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
 


